
 

 

Town of West Jefferson - Board of Aldermen 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

July 7, 2025 | 6:00 pm 

 

Board Members Present: Mayor Tom Hartman, Alderman Rusty Barr, Alderman Calvin 

Green, Alderman John Reeves, Alderwoman Beth Shelton, and Alderman Stephen Shoemaker  

Town Staff Present: Town Manager Brantley Price, Assistant Town Manager Rebecca Eldreth, 

Town Attorney Jak Reeves, Police Chief Brad Jordan, Wastewater Superintendent Brandon 

Patrick and Fire Captain Josh Walters 

At 6:00 pm Mayor Hartman called to order the meeting of the Board of Aldermen. After the 

invocation was given, those in attendance stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Approval of July 7, 2025 Agenda – Alderman Barr made the motion to approve the agenda as 

presented. Alderman Reeves seconded the motion with a vote of 5-0 in favor.  

 

Regular Session 

Approval of Minutes – Alderwoman Shelton made the motion to approve the minutes as 

presented. Alderman Barr seconded the motion with a vote of 5-0 in favor. 

Review Chicken Ordinance – Mayor Hartman brought up several points of discussion 

concerning allowing chickens in town and recommended that the board reconsider the previous 

decision. Alderman Barr and Alderman Green agreed with the Mayor to reevaluate while 

Alderman Shoemaker wanted to move forward with the new regulations. After some discussion, 

Alderman Green made the motion to leave the ordinance as written. Alderman Barr seconded the 

motion with a vote of 3-2 with Alderman Shoemaker and Alderman Reeves opposed.     

Consideration of Fire Contract Addendum – With no changes to the agreement, Alderman 

Green made the motion to approve contract addendum. Alderman Barr seconded the motion with 

a vote of 5-0 in favor.    

Consideration of White Lights in Trees – Mayor Hartman reviewed the responses to the 

questions of the maintenance of the lights. Alderman Barr made the motion to allow the West 

Jefferson Business Association to move forward with the purchase and installation of the lights 

on the trunks of the trees only. Alderman Green seconded the motion with a vote of 5-0 in favor.     

Consideration Closing Proposed Street – Alderman Barr made the motion to approve the 

closing of the street. Alderman Green seconded the motion with a vote of 5-0 in favor.    

Order to Collect Taxes – With no discussion, Alderman Green made the motion to approve the 

Order to Collect Taxes as presented. Alderman Reeves seconded the motion with a vote of 5-0 in 

favor.  

Consideration of Sidewalk Match – Town Manager Price attended a meeting to discuss new 

highway projects in the county. A sidewalk from Seventh Street to Second Street was talked 

about during the discussion. The pedestrian project would begin the process of connecting Paddy 



 

 

Mountain Park to Mount Jefferson. The NC DOT requires a 20% local match for pedestrian 

projects. The county and Blue Ridge Conservancy would like to split the match if the board so 

chooses. Alderman Reeves made the motion to commit to matching a third of the 20% match of 

$51,000 each with the county and Blue Ridge Conservancy. Alderman Barr seconded the motion 

with a vote of 5-0 in favor.  

Review Paving – Town Manager Price made his recommendations on paving providing options 

for the board to choose how to spend the budgeted amount. Alderman Green made the motion to 

approve the option that includes a portion of South Church, Hamilton Street, a portion of Mount 

Paddy, and Mountain Avenue. Alderman Barr Seconded the motion with a vote of 5-0 in favor.  

Police Report – Chief Jordan gave his report to the Board for the month. A total of 261 calls 

were dispatched through the communications center including 4 motor vehicle crashes, 11 

larcenies, 2 drug cases, 4 DWIs, 3 cases of fraud, 3 trespasses, 3 damage to property, 17 minor 

citations, and other miscellaneous calls. Alderman Green thanked the police chief for the 

presence behind the stage at Christmas in July. The Board thanked Chief Jordan for his report. 

Water & Wastewater Report – Wastewater Superintendent Brandon Patrick gave his report to 

the Board. A total of3.5 inches of rain were reported for the month. A broken flange on the 

Beaver Creek pump station was repaired with the help of the maintenance department and 

Carolina Grading. Both filters produce about 60,000 gallons per day. The Board thanked 

Brandon for his report. 

Fire Department Report – Fire Captain Josh Walters gave his report to the Board. A total of 57 

calls were received for the month bringing the total calls for the year to 387. The department 

cleaned the streets after Christmas in July, completed approximately half of the preplans and are 

still receiving quotes for the new truck. The Board thanked Josh for his report. 

Maintenance Report – Absent 

Town Managers Report – Brantley Price, Town Manager gave his report to the Board. Brantley 

informed the board on the status of the town’s FEMA projects. The town has received notice to 

move forward with the repairs to North Church Avenue. Damages in category A and B have 

been approved with the town receiving the funding for category B. The sewer line extensions on 

Freedom and Independence should be completed in a few weeks. The crew will then move to 

Ridge Avenue. Upgrades to the wastewater treatment plant are scheduled to begin in September.  

Taxes collected to date total 97.6% of the levy. Sales tax is up 7% from pror year with a year to 

date at a 5.6% increase. The August edition of  Our State magazine will have a 22 page pictorial 

of West Jefferson. A reminder that registration began today for anyone planning to run for 

Alderman with the last day to file on July 18. The ABC store was able to provide and additional 

$50,000 bonus over the $250,000 budgeted for a total of $300,000 for fiscal year 2024-2025. 

Brantley thanked the police and maintenance department for their assistance with Christmas in 

July. The Board thanked Brantley for his report. 

 

Public Comments – Jeremy Aldridge, Angelica Aldridge, Cody Loeffler, and Mary Poteat all 

spoke in favor of chickens. 



 

 

Aldermen Comments – The aldermen thanked those in attendance and for sharing their 

opinions.    

Adjournment – With nothing further, Alderman Barr made the motion to adjourn the regular 

meeting, seconded by Alderman Reeves with a vote of 5-0 in favor. 

 

_____________________________   _______________________________ 

Tom Hartman, Mayor     Rebecca Eldreth, Town Clerk 


