Town of West Jefferson - Board of Alderman
Regular Meeting Minutes
December 1, 2025 | 6:00 p.m.

Board Members Present: Mayor ProTem Rusty Barr, Alderman Calvin Green, Alderman John
Reeves, Alderwoman Beth Shelton, and Alderman Stephen Shoemaker (absent).

Town Staff Present: Town Manager Brantley Price, Town Attorney Jak Reeves, Assistant
Town Manager Rebecca Eldreth, Maintenance Supervisor Eric Miller, and WWTP
Superintendent Brandon Patrick.

Several other residents of the community also attended.

At 6:00 p.m. Mayor ProTem Barr called to order the meeting of the Board of Alderman. After the
Mayor ProTem offered the invocation, those in attendance stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of the December 1, 2025 Agenda — Mayor ProTem requested the addition of the
appointment of the Mayor and to move the public comment to the beginning of the meeting.
Alderwoman Shelton made the motion to approve the agenda with the additions. Alderman
Green seconded the motion with a vote of 4-0 in favor.

Approval of the Meeting Minutes — With no discussion, Alderman Reeves made the motion to
approve the minutes for November 3 regular and special meeting minutes. Alderwoman Shelton
seconded the motion with a vote of 4-0 in favor.

Organizational Meeting

Swearing in Ceremony of Newly Elected Officials — Mayor ProTem Barr introduced Clerk of
Superior Court Sherman Lee, who would be performing the swearing in ceremony of the newly
elected officials. Mr. Lee expressed his appreciation to join the ceremony and proceeded to
swear in Alderman-elect Phil Absher, Alderman-elect Calvin Green, and Alderman-elect Brian
Blanco.

Comments by Outgoing Officials — Mayor ProTem Barr presented Alderman Reeves with a
plaque in his honor. Alderman Reeves reflected on his 20 years as alderman for the town. He
thanked the board and town staff for their dedication to the Town.

Comments by Newly Sworn Officials - Each newly sworn official spoke to those in attendance
expressing their appreciation to the citizens for electing them to their positions, and how they
looked forward to serving on the Board alongside their fellow Board members.

Appointment of Mayor - Alderman Green made the motion to appoint Alderman Barr as Mayor
to serve the remainder of the term. Alderwoman Shelton seconded with a vote of 4-0 in favor.

Appointment of Mayor Pro tempore - Alderman Green made the motion to appoint
Alderwoman Shelton as Mayor pro tempore. Alderman Absher seconded with a vote of 4-0 in
favor.




Swearing in Ceremony of Newly Appointed Officials - Clerk of Superior Court Sherman Lee
preceded to swear in the newly appointed officials.

Public Hearing

Consideration of Road and Alleyway Closure - Mayor Barr stated the purpose of the public
hearing is to hear any comments on the proposed closure of the proposed road on West Fourth
Street and alleyway between West Third and West Fourth. With no comment, Mayor Barr closed
the public hearing at 6:25pm.

Regular Session

Public Comments — Harry Corpening came before the board to express his desire to rename
Hamilton Road to Jefferson Station Place.

Discussion of Town Park Stream — Derek Goddard with Blue Ridge Environmental Services
presented a possible plan for stream restoration and enhancement with bank stability for the town
park. Mr. Goddard was seeking approval to work in conjunction with the Town Manager and to
apply for grant funding to complete the project. Alderman Absher made a motion to approve the
agreement. Alderwoman Shelton seconded the motion with a vote of 4-0 in favor.

Consideration of Road and Alleyway Closure — Mayor Barr explained that adjoining property
owners have approached the town to close a portion of West Fourth Street along with an
alleyway that runs from West Third Street to West Fourth Street. Alderman Green made the
motion to approve the closure of the old road that was West Fourth Street that borders the Levin
and Elliott properties. Alderman Brian Blanco seconded the motion with a vote of 4-0 in favor.
The survey work is not complete for the alleyway closure. Alderman Green made the motion to
table the alleyway closure until a future date. Alderman Absher seconded the motion with a vote
of 4-0 in favor.

Consideration of Resolution for Local Assistance for Stormwater Infrastructure
Investments and Funding Offer — The town has received $742,000 in grant funding through
NCDEQ for a stormwater project at the public library, WJ United Methodist Church. WJ First
Baptist Church, wastewater treatment plant, and the town parking lot. A portion of the work has
been completed. In order for the town to be reimbursed for the completed work an offer and
acceptance of the funding award for the project must be approved as well as give the Town
Manager the authority to sign paperwork for the project. Alderwoman Shelton made the motion
to accept the offer and acceptance and to give the Town Manager authority to sign. Alderman
Absher seconded the motion with a vote of 4-0 in favor.

Discussion of ETJ Map — A new map was provided to the board from the feedback of the
meeting last month. The only area to relinquish would be a section of the ETJ between Highway
194 North and Highway 88 West and the surrounding area. Alderman Green made the motion to




approve the reduction as presented. Alderman Absher seconded the motion with a vote of 4-0 in
favor.

Discussion of Planning Board — Mayor Barr opened a discussion about the planning board
members. With Alderman Absher joining the board there are now three alderman serving on the
board which would be a quorum. Alderman Green made a motion to table the discussion until a
future date. Alderman Absher seconded the motion with a vote of 4-0 in favor.

Police Report — Chief Jordan gave his report to the Board for the month. A total of 225 calls were
dispatched through the communications center including 16 motor vehicle crashes, 3 larcenies, 3
damage to property, 2 assaults, 1 fraud, 1 trespass, 21 minor citations, and other miscellaneous
calls. The Board thanked Chief Jordan for his report.

Water/Wastewater & Maintenance Report — WWTP Superintendent Brandon Patrick gave his
report to the Board. Rain totals for the month were reported at 1 inch. Work on the UV
disinfection system at the wastewater plant is scheduled to start this week. The filter plant
remains shut due to dry weather. The Board thanked Brandon for his report.

Fire Report — Fire Chief Eric Miller gave his report to the Board. The annual dinner was held
November 15 where the same officers were elected for the new year. A total of 600 calls were
recorded for the year. The Board thanked Eric for his report.

Maintenance Report — Maintenance Supervisor Eric Miller gave his report to the Board.
Monthly totals were reported with 22 locate tickets, 3 water leaks, 2 sewer issues and 3 water
taps. The department has put out one round of salt, repaired a water line at the middle school,
and completed other general maintenance. The Board thanked Eric for his report.

Town Managers Report — Brantley Price, Town Manager congratulated the newly elected and
reelected members of the board and gave a reminder of the required ethics training along with
another training opportunity for newly elected officials. Then gave his report to the board
starting with project updates. A total of $1,240,00 has been received from FEMA with all but
two projects being obligated. The sewer line installation on Ridge Avenue is progressing and
should be completed in the next couple of weeks with the exception of paving. The installation
of the new UV system at the wastewater treatment plant will be completed this week. The bid
opening for both Golden Leaf projects is December 5. Taxes collected to date total 75% of the
levy. Sales tax for the month of September is down $400 with year to date is up 6% over prior
year’s first three months. The town has applied for funding for an engineering study and
hydraulic study on Highway 221 Business from Mike’s Muffler to Doggett Road. GE Aviation
made the announcement last week of the $53 million investment in the West Jefferson facility
with a 35,000 square foot addition with 40 jobs. The town is splitting the cost of a design for a
trail to connect Paddy Mountain down to Spring Street to Seventh Street with Blue Ridge
Conservancy and the County with the total cost of $7000. Frontera Roots from Galax, VA will
be occupying the space at the corner of North Jefferson Avenue and East Main Street. Conncert
Music World will be temporarily occupying the old frame shop on South Jefferson Avenue.
Brantley invited the board to the annual Christmas dinner at Craft Bistro on Friday, December
12", The Board thanked Brantley for his report.




Aldermen Comments — The board thanked all those in attendance and expressed their
sentiments for working together in the future.

Adjournment — With nothing further, Alderman Green made the motion to adjourn the regular
meeting, seconded by Alderwoman Shelton. A vote of 4-0 in favor.

Rusty Barr, Mayor Rebecca Eldreth, Town Clerk



